
09 VIJAYAWADA TUESDAY 27�10�2020

Muslims in West 
Asia call for French 
goods boycott
DUBAI      

MUSLIMS in West Asia and beyond on Monday 
broadened their calls for boycotts of  French products 
and protests, as a clash over depictions of  the Prophet 
Muhammad and the limits of  free speech intensified. 
Kuwaiti stores pulled French yogurts and bottles of  
sparkling water from their shelves, Qatar University 
canceled a French culture week, and calls to stay 
away from the Carrefour grocery store chain were 
trending on social media in Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. Protests have been held in 

Turkey and the Gaza Strip and are 
being planned in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh.

The beheading earlier this month 
of  a French teacher who had shown 
caricatures of  the prophet in class 
has once again ignited a debate 
over such depictions — which Mus-
lims consider blasphemous. The 
growing confrontation is raising 
political tensions between France 
and some Muslim-majority na-

tions, especially Turkey, and could 
put pressure on French firms.  The teacher, who was 
killed by an 18-year-old Chechen refugee, has been 
heralded at home as a national symbol of  France’s 
dearly held secular ideals and its rejection of  any 
whiff  of  religious intrusion in public spheres.

French President Emmanuel Macron has vigor-
ously defended such depictions as protected under 
the right to free speech. At a memorial for the teacher 
last week, Macron said: “We won’t renounce the cari-
catures.” On Sunday, he appeared to double down. In 
tweets published in both Arabic and English, he 
wrote: “We will not give in, ever.” AP

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER$8.8 bn

Dunkin’ Brands, which owns Baskin-Robbins, is in 
talks to go private in a deal valuing  it at $8.8 billion

Beijing 16 4 SNY
Colombo 31 23 SNY
Dhaka 32 21 SNY
Dubai 33 20 SNY
Houston 25 21 LR
Istanbul 23 15 LC
London 14 8 HR

Los Angeles 26 13        SNY
Melbourne 18 9 LC
Moscow 11 4 LC
New York 16 10 LC
Singapore 32 25 LR
Toronto 7 1 LC
Washington 19 13 LC
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